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Synopsis

Now in trade paperback, this fantastic collection features the origin of Harley Quinn, co-starring The
Joker and Poison Ivy. Also included are tales starring The Scarecrow, Ra’s al Ghul, Mr. Freeze and
Batgirl from BATMAN ADVENTURES ANNUAL #1-2, BATMAN ADVENTURES HOLIDAY
SPECIAL, ADVENTURES IN THE DC UNIVERSE #3 and BATMAN BLACK AND WHITE #1.
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Customer Reviews

Most of the characters that appeared in Batman: The Animated Series were taken from Batman’s
long history in comic books. But one of the most popular, Harley Quinn, was created specifically for
the show. So it was something of an event when Dini and Timm decided it was time to bring Harley
off of the screen and into print for the first time. The result was Mad Love, which tells how an
ambitious young psychiatrist falls in love with the Joker and turns to a life of crime. The story not
only tells Harley’s origin, but also covers her attempt to eliminate what she thinks is the one obstacle
to a long and happy life with "Mistah J" by killing the Batman.l have to admit that | prefer Harley in
her original TV form to seeing her in the comics. The reason, quite simply, is that her bombastic
personality and high energy persona can never come across to their fullest extent in a series of
static images and word balloons. Does that mean that Mad Love is a failure? Not hardly. The
essence of both Harley and the Joker are on full display here and Batman is the third leg of their
not-quite-romantic triangle. Dini and Timm spent years on B:TAS proving that they understand the

Batman mythos as well as anyone and better than most and that knowledge is put to good use here



with spot-on characterizations and a story that balances humor with tension, and never fails to
entertain.In addition to Mad Love, there are a number of other stories culled from the Batman
Adventures comic. One highlight is Jolly OI' St. Nicholas which shows Harvey Bullock undercover
as a department store Santa Claus. It's a classic comedy that also spotlights the Barbara Gordon
version of Batgirl. The other standout is Two of a Kind.
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